elementary cells, the local life of which persists after death, are really the seat, both of the morbid action of cholera, and, later, of reaction, when that morbid action has disappeared. This is not the place to discuss an entirely theoretical point, if not a pure hypothesis, in the opinion of our author; but he deduces from it the absolute conclusion that cholera cannot be contagious, and this view is so firmly fixed in the mind of our brother, that, to give you the best possible idea of it, I cannot do better than quote a passage of his communication. This is what Dr. Shrimpton says:?" Cholera cannot be a contagious disease, for this reason, that choleraic patients cannot carry within themselves the germs of contagion; to carry in oneself the germs of contagion pre-supposes a process of incubation, of elaboration, as occurs in all diseases undoubtedly contagious, such as plague, typhus, yellow fever, eruptive fevers, &e., &e. Now this process cannot take place in cholera cases; for, as soon as patients are affected with cholera, all organic action ceasing, the choleraic influence must necessarily be extinguished in each of the subjects affected, whatever be their number." Further on, this gentleman's convictions lead him to proclaim himself ready to be the first to undergo all the experiments necessary to establish the scientific expose of his opinion; he says?"As regards myself, I urgently request our illustrious President, our Vice-President M. Eicord, conjointly with my honorable colleague of the Gagliani Hospital, that they will be so good as to name a Commission, to which will be associated, as far as practicable, a doctor from every country, to submit me to all the tests which they will be pleased to determine. I will lie in the same bed with a cholera patient in the cold stage; I will inhale his breath as long as directed; I will inoculate myself with all the excretions from choleraic subjects; in a word, I will submit under its eyes to everything that can be required of me tj carry conviction of the non-contagion of cholera all over the world." These are brave words, which, no doubt, will go a long way towards satisfying the most delicate consciences; but in science brave words, and even fine actions, are not sufficient to carry conviction; and whilst we are waiting for (and may we long wait for) Dr 
